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Sexual and reproductive health: issues at the bedside 
 
Dr. Diana Greenfield  
Consultant Nurse & Honorary Senior Lecturer, Weston Park Hospital 
(Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust), Sheffield, UK 
Diana Greenfield is a member of CCAT 
E-mail Diana.Greenfield@sth.nhs.uk  
http: //www.cancerconsequences.org/ 
 
Sexual and reproductive health issues are common consequences of 
cancer and its treatment. Whilst there is a moral and legal imperative to 
inform and discuss patients embarking on cancer treatment of potentially 
gonadotoxic consequences, sexual health consequences are not routinely 
addressed.   
 
This short paper considers the impact of sexual and reproductive health 
on the quality of life of our cancer patients.  We will consider common 
sexual problems experienced by cancer patients and barriers that 
contribute to the under provision of care in this area.   
 
Frontline oncology staff can make an important contribution to patient 
care without having to be an expert.  By adopting a holistic approach to 
screening, offering information and support about sexual dysfunction, 
much associated distress can be dissipated or resolved.  
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