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Cardiovascular diseases represent the most important cause of death in
Europe, and are associated with relevant morbility and increasing economic
costs.

The present Course will be devoted to foster a deeper knowledge of the
pathophysiology, diagnosis and therapy of three cardiovascular pathological
conditions of utmost importance: ischemic heart diseases, arrhythmias, and
heart failure.

Chronic stable angina is by large the most common clinical presentation
of coronary diseases. The prevalence of the disease increases as a function of age
in both sexes, reaching 10-15% among women and 15-20% in men aged 65-74
years. Similar concepts can be applied to some arrhythmias (for example atrial
fibrillation) and to heart failure.

The aim of the course is to present the molecular basis of these diseases,
with special reference to the emerging knowledge on the physiopathology of car-
diac ion channels, to define a correct clinical approach to the patient, and finally
to discuss the rationale and appropriate use of the new pharmacological inter-
ventions.

Proff. F. Fedele, A. Mugelli, S. Novo
Co-Presidents of the Course
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Thursday, November 4th, 2010 - Afternoon

Opening ceremony

18.00 Welcome addresses
F. Fedele, A. Mugelli, S. Novo

18.15 Main Lecture
C.R. Conti (Gainesville – FL, USA)
From calcium channels blockers to late sodium inhibitors

18.45 Welcome cocktail
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Friday, November 5th, 2010 – Morning

Session I – (Ischemic Syndromes) Pathophysiology

Chairpersons: G. Ambrosio (Perugia, I)
W. Chilian (Rootstown - OH, USA)

09.00 E. Cerbai (Florence, I)
Regulation of cellular sodium and calcium

09.30 A. Mugelli (Florence, I)
Pathophysiology of enhanced late sodium current

10.00 P.N. Marino (Novara, I)
Pathophysiology of chronic angina: role of extracoronary
resistances and the coronary circulation 

10.30 W. Chilian (Rootstown - OH, USA)
Pathophysiology of the Cardiac Diseases: is there a role for 
microvascular dysfunction in heart failure 

11.00 Coffee break

Session II – Diagnosis

Chairpersons: M. Penco (L’Aquila, I)
S. Novo (Palermo, I)

11.30 F. Romeo (Rome, I)
Invasive and non invasive assessment of coronary perfusion

12.00 S. Iliceto (Padua, I)
Diagnostic tools of myocardial ischemia

12.30 C. Bucciarelli Ducci (London, UK)
Clinical-instrumental assessment of anti-ischemic therapy

13.00 Lunch
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Friday, November 5th, 2010 – Afternoon

Session III – Therapy

Chairpersons: M. Marzilli (Pisa, I)
C.J. Pepine (Gainesville - FL, USA)

14.30 C.J. Pepine (Gainesville - FL, USA)
Revascularization procedures versus drug therapy

15.00 J. Tamargo (Madrid, E)
MOA of old and new antianginal drugs

15.30 H. Purcell (London, UK)
From late sodium current to clinical efficacy

16.00 Coffee break

16.30 P.A. Merlini (Milan, I)
From clinical efficacy to clinical evidence

17.00 F. Fedele (Rome, I)
Mechanisms underlying anti-ischemic effects of antianginal drugs

17.30 A. Galluzzo (Palermo, I)
Metabolic effects of antianginal drugs
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Saturday, November 6th, 2010 – Morning

Session IV – Arrhythmias

Chairpersons: P.J. Schwartz (Pavia, I)
A. Capucci (Ancona, I)

08.30 P.J. Schwartz (Pavia, I)
Will "modifier genes" impact on risk stratification and management
of patients with cardiac arrhythmias?

09.00 U. Ravens (Dresden, D)
Cellular mechanisms of cardiac arrhythmias

09.30 C.A. Remme (Amsterdam, NL) 
Sodium channelopathies

10.00 A. Capucci (Ancona, I)
Anti-arrhythmic agents for management of atrial fibrillation

10.30 R. De Ponti (Varese, I)
Anti-arrhythmic agents for management of ventricular tachycardias

11.00 Coffee break

Session V – Heart Failure

Chairpersons: L. Dei Cas (Brescia, I)
F. Follath (Zurich, CH)

11.30 D.L. Brutsaert (Antwerp, B)
Pathophysiology of heart failure

12.00 M. Gheorghiade (Chicago - IL, USA)
Management of systolic dysfunction

12.30 M. Metra (Brescia, I)
Management of diastolic dysfunction 

13.00 L. Maier (Goettinger, D) 
New lusitropic agents

13.30 Concluding remarks

13.45 Lunch
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Course venue
The venue will be Ettore Majorana Foundation and Centre for Scientific Culture,
Via Guanotta 26, 91016 Erice (Trapani, Italy). 
Tel.: +39 0923 869122 - Fax: +39 0923 869226.

Secretariat
The Secretariat will be open at the following times:
Thursday, November 4th, from 05.00 p.m. to 07.00 p.m.
Friday, November 5th, from 08.00 a.m. to 06.00 p.m.
Saturday, November 6th, from 08.00 a.m. to 01.00 p.m.

Official language
The official language will be English.

CME Credits
CME Credits will be applied for from the Italian Health Authorities.

Technical facilities
Facilities will be available for computer presentations and overhead projections.
A business center with PC (Powerpoint for Windows) will be available for check and 
preview of presentations. It is essential that speakers take their presentation to the
business center at least one hour before the session starts.
The center will be open at the following times:
Thursday, November 4th, from 05.00 p.m. to 07.00 p.m.
Friday, November 5th, from 08.00 a.m. to 06.00 p.m.
Saturday, November 6th, from 08.00 a.m. to 01.00 p.m.

Lunches and coffee breaks
Lunches and coffee breaks will be served.

Abstracts book
Participants will receive the Abstract book at the Course.
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LIST OF CHAIRMEN, SPEAKERS AND 
CO-PRESIDENTS OF THE COURSE

Giuseppe Ambrosio
Cardiologia e Fisiopatologia Cardiovascolare
Università e Azienda Ospedaliera - Perugia, Italy

Dirk L. Brutsaert
University of Antwerp
Antwerp, Belgium

Chiara Bucciarelli Ducci
Brompton Royal Hospital
London, UK

Alessandro Capucci
Clinica di Cardiologia
Università Politecnica delle Marche
Ancona, Italy

Elisabetta Cerbai
Centro Interuniversitario di Medicina Molecolare
e Biofisica Applicata (C.I.M.M.B.A.)
Dipartimento di Farmacologia
Università degli Studi - Florence, Italy

William M. Chilian
Northeastern Ohio Universities
College of Medicine and Pharmacy
Rootstown, OH, USA

C. Richard Conti
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 
University of Florida
Gainesville, FL, USA

Livio Dei Cas
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale ed Applicata 
Scuola di Specializzazione in Cardiologia 
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale ed Applicata
Divisione di Cardiologia
Brescia, Italy
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Roberto De Ponti
Dipartimento di Medicina Clinica
Varese, Italy

Francesco Fedele
Cattedra di Cardiologia
Dipartimento di Scienze Cardiovascolari e Respiratorie
Università degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza”
Policlinico Umberto I
Rome, Italy

Ferenc Follath
University Hospital Zürich
Cardiologist
Cardiovascular Centre
Klinik Im Park
Zurich, Switzerland

Aldo Galluzzo
Sezione di Endocrinologia
Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia
Oncologia Sperimentale e Applicazioni Cliniche
Università degli Studi - Palermo, Italy

Mihai Gheorghiade
Division of Cardiology
Center for Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
Chicago, IL, USA

Sabino Iliceto
Clinica Cardiologia Padova
Università degli Studi - Padua, Italy

Lars S. Maier
Department of Cardiology and Pneumology
Heart Center Goettingen
Georg-August-University Goettingen
Goettingen, Germany
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Paolo N. Marino
Clinica Cardiologica
Università del Piemonte Orientale
Azienda Ospedaliero - Universitaria "Maggiore della Carità"
Novara, Italy

Mario Marzilli
Dipartimento Cardio Toracico
Università degli Studi - Pisa, Italy

Piera Angelica Merlini
Dipartimento Cardiotoracovascolare “A. De Gasperis”
A.O. Niguarda Ca’ Granda
Milan, Italy

Marco Metra
Cattedra di Cardiologia
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale ed Applicata 
Ospedali Civili
Università degli Studi - Brescia, Italy

Alessandro Mugelli
Dipartimento di Farmacologia Preclinica e Clinica 
Università degli Studi - Florence, Italy

Salvatore Novo
Fondazione Italiana Cuore e Circolazione - onlus
Società Italiana di Cardiologia
Cattedra di Malattie dell'Apparato Cardiovascolare
Unità Operativa Complessa di Cardiologia
A.O.U.P. "Paolo Giaccone"
Università degli Studi - Palermo, Italy

Maria Penco
Cardiologia
Scuole di Specializzazione in Cardiologia 
e in Medicina dello Sport
Università degli Studi - L’Aquila, Italy

Carl J. Pepine
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine
University of Florida
Gainesville, FL, USA

Henry Purcell
Department of Cardiology
(Coronary Artery Disease Division)
Royal Brompton Hospital
London, UK
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Ursula Ravens
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
Medical Faculty “Carl Gustav Carus”
Dresden University of Technology
Dresden, Germany

Carol Ann Remme
Department of Experimental Cardiology
Academic Medical Centre, University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Francesco Romeo
Scuola di Specializzazione in Cardiologia
Università degli Studi “Tor Vergata” - Rome, Italy

Peter J. Schwartz
Fondazione I.R.C.C.S. Policlinico S. Matteo
Università degli Studi - Pavia, Italy

Juan Tamargo
Department of Pharmacology
School of Medicine
Universidad Complutense de Madrid
Madrid, Spain
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