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Chronic pain and cough are high prevalence conditions that, despite much
effort and commitment, remain undertreated. Indeed, little advancement has
been made in the discovery and clinical application of new medicines that,
with a good efficacy and safety profile, may cure patients. As a matter of fact,
introduction into clinical practice of most drugs currently available to treat
pain and cough dates to the latter part of the 19th century. These include opi-
ates, paracetamol, non-steroidal anti inflammatory drugs, ergotamine, and
few others. Thus, the need for a better understanding of the underlying me-
chanisms that convert acute episodes of pain and cough into a chronic and
debilitating condition is of paramount importance for identifying new targets
amenable for drug discovery. During recent decades important acquisitions
have been made that require clinical validation. Nevertheless, more has to be
done, and the founding idea of the present meeting is to put together experts
in the field of both pain and cough to share and combine knowledge and tech-
niques in two areas that present undoubted similarities. The hope is to boost
a vivid discussion and novel proposals that, from combining two areas of in-
tense investigation, may create an added value for academic and industrial
research and provide new hope to patients.

Co-Presidents of the Meeting
Giovanni A. Fontana and Pierangelo Geppetti
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Thursday, March 19, 2015 – Afternoon

Welcome Ceremony

06.30 p.m. – 07.00 p.m. Welcome addresses

Giovanni A. Fontana and Pierangelo Geppetti
Co-Presidents of the Meeting

Authorities

07.00 p.m. - 07.45 p.m. Opening Lecture
Bradley J. Undem (Baltimore, MD-USA)
Central and Peripheral Sensitization:
from Pain to Cough

Welcome Cocktail
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Friday, March 20, 2015 – Morning

Session I – Mechanisms of Cough Control
Chairpersons: Jan Hanaceck (Martin, SK)

Milos Tatar (Martin, SK)
09.00 a.m. – 09.30 a.m. Donatella Mutolo (Florence, I)

Central Control of Cough
09.30 a.m. – 10.00 a.m. Brendan Canning (Baltimore, MD-USA)

Peripheral Control of Cough
10.00 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. Silvia Varechova (Nancy, F)

Coughing and Breathing

10.30 a.m. – 11.00 a.m. Coffee break

11.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. Ivan Poliaceck (Martin, SK)
Brainstem Neurones Involved in the Upper Airway
Control

11.30 a.m. – 12.00 a.m. Paul W. Davenport (Gainesville, FL-USA)
The Urge-to-Cough

Session II – TRP Channels in Pain and Cough
Chairpersons: Anna Maria Aloisi (Siena, I)

Fulvia Bongianni (Florence, I)
12.00 a.m. – 12.30 a.m. Jeffrey S. Mogil (Montréal, QC-CDN)

Sex differences in pain control
12.30 a.m. – 01.00 p.m. Pierangelo Geppetti (Florence, I)

Channels in inflammatory, neuropathic and
migraine pain

01.00 p.m. – 01.30 p.m. Kian Fan Chung (London, UK)
TRP Channels in Cough

01.30 p.m. – 02.30 p.m. Lunch
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Friday, March 20, 2015 – Afternoon

Session III – Cough and other symptoms in COPD

Chairpersons: Roberto W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo, VR-I)
Paul Jones (London, UK)

02.30 p.m. – 03.00 p.m. Giovanni Fontana (Florence, I)
Cough: the most bothersome symptom in COPD 

03.00 p.m. – 03.30 p.m. Paul Jones (London, UK)
24 hours symptoms improvement: are the LAMA
all the same?

03.30 p.m. – 04.00 p.m. Roberto W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo, VR-I)
Adherence to therapy: how much the inhaler
device matters

04.00 p.m. – 04.30 p.m. Coffee break

Session IV – New Options in Cough Therapy

Chairpersons: Federico Lavorini (Florence, I)
Alyn H. Morice (Cottingham, UK)

04.30 p.m. – 05.00 p.m. Clive Page (London, UK)
Overview

05.00 p.m. – 05.30 p.m. Peter Dicpinigaitis (Bronx, NY-USA)
Anticholinergic Agents

05.30 p.m. – 06.00 p.m. Surinder Birring (London, UK)
Gabapentin to refractory chronic cough

06.00 p.m. – 06.30 p.m. Jana Plevkova (Martin, SK)
Relevance of aromatic volatile substances (TRPM8
agonists) in the management of cough
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Saturday, March 21, 2015 – Morning

Session V – Update in pain Therapy

Chairpersons: Alberto Chiarugi (Florence, I)
Pierangelo Geppetti (Florence, I)

09.00 a.m. – 09.30 a.m. Rami Burstein (Boston, MA-USA)
Central and peripheral sensitization in migraine pain

09.30 a.m. – 10.00 a.m. Jordi Serra (Barcelona, E) 
Fibromyalgia and Hyperexcitability

10.00 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. Giorgio Cruccu (Rome, I)
Novel pain treatments

10.30 a.m. – 11.00 a.m. Coffee break

Session VI – Perspectives in Cough and Pain Research

Chairpersons: Rocco Domenico Mediati (Florence, I)
Massimo Pistolesi (Florence, I)

11.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. Giuseppe Lauria Pinter (Milan, I)
The genetic of neuropathic pain

11.30 a.m. – 12.00 a.m. Peter Holzer (Graz, Austria)
Cough and vomiting: commonalities and
differences

12.00 a.m. – 12.30 a.m. Federico Lavorini (Florence, I)
The Converging Stimuli of Deflation Cough

12.30 a.m. – 01.30 p.m. Lunch
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Saturday, March 21, 2015 – Afternoon

Chairpersons: Giovanni A. Fontana (Florence, I)
Pierangelo Geppetti (Florence, I)

01.30 p.m. – 01.45 p.m. Renato Vellucci (Florence, I)
Clinical Case 1 (pain)

01.45 p.m. – 02.00 p.m. Silvia Benemei (Florence, I)
Clinical Case 2 (pain)

02.00 p.m. – 02.15 p.m. Renato Vellucci (Florence, I)
Clinical Case 3 (pain)

02.15 p.m. – 02.30 p.m. Silvia Benemei (Florence, I)
Clinical Case 4 (pain)

02.30 p.m. – 03.00 p.m. Discussion

03.00 p.m. – 03.30 p.m. Giovanni A. Fontana and Pierangelo Geppetti
Closing remarks
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Meeting venue
Convitto della Calza - Piazza della Calza, 6 - 50125 Florence (Italy).
Registration hours
The Registration Desk will be open during the following hours:
Thursday, March 19, 06.00 p.m. to 07.45 p.m.
Friday, March 20, 08.00 a.m. to 06.30 p.m.
Saturday, March 21, 08.00 a.m. to 04.00 p.m.
Official language
English. Simultaneous translation will not be provided.
Registration
No registration fee is required for this meeting. Please return the registration form
to: AVEC S.r.l. - Incentive Paintings - Angela Volpe / Claudia Cislaghi
Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 - c/o Polo Tecnologico Brianza - Edificio 9 - Ufficio
14 - I-20832 Desio (MB, Italy).
Phone: +39 0362 581579 – Fax: +39 0362 1860074
E-mail: angela.volpe@avec-eventi.com / claudia.cislaghi@avec-eventi.com
CME Accreditation
The application for CME accreditation has been submitted with 9,8 credits for Ital-
ian Physicians (Internal Medicine, General Medicine, Geriatrics, Pharmacology and
Clinical Toxicology, Respiratory Diseases, Neurophysiopathology) and Biologist.
The CME credits will be awarded only after full attendance of all sessions. Com-
pletion of the Registration Form, the Learning & Assessment questionnaires are
compulsory.
Technical facilities 
Facilities will be available for computer presentations and overhead projections.
A business center with PC (Windows and MAC) will be available to check and pre-
view presentations. Speakers are required to give a copy of their presentation on
USB memory stick, CD or DVD to the technicians at the Slide Center at least one
hour before the session.
Slide Centre opening hours:
Thursday, March 19, 06.00 p.m. to 07.45 p.m.
Friday, March 20, 08.00 a.m. to 06.30 p.m.
Saturday, March 21, 08.00 a.m. to 04.00 p.m.
Lunches and coffee breaks
Meals will be served in the meeting area.
Abstracts book
The participants will receive the Abstracts Book at the conference. 
Certificate of attendance
Certificate of attendance will be issued at the registration desk following full atten-
dance of the meeting.
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LIST OF SPEAKERS, DISCUSSANTS, CHAIRPERSONS AND
CO-PRESIDENTS OF THE MEETING

ALOISI ANNA MARIA
Dipartimento di Scienze Mediche, Chirurgiche e Neuroscienze
Università degli Studi di Siena
Policlinico Santa Maria alle Scotte
Siena (Italy)

BENEMEI SILVIA
Dipartimento di Scienze della Salute (DSS)
Università degli Studi di Firenze 
Florence (Italy)

BIRRING SURINDER S.
King’s College London
Division of Asthma, Allergy and Lung Biology
Denmark Hill
London (UK)

BONGIANNI FULVIA 
Dipartimento Scienze Fisiologiche
Università di Firenze
Florence (Italy)

BURSTEIN RAMI
Comprehensive Headache Center 
Anesthesia, Critical Care and Pain Medicine 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Brookline (MA, USA)

CANNING BRENDAN J.
Asthma and Allergy Center
Johns Hopkins Asthma and Allergy Center
Hopkins Bayview Circle
Baltimore (MD, USA)
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CHIARUGI ALBERTO
Dipartimento di Scienze della Salute (DSS)
Università degli Studi di Firenze
Florence (Italy)

CHUNG KIAN FAN
National Heart & Lung Institute
Imperial College
Dovehouse St
London (UK)

CRUCCU GIORGIO
Neurologia e Psichiatria
Sapienza Università di Roma
Rome (Italy)

DAL NEGRO ROBERTO WALTER
Divisione di Pneumologia
Azienda Sanitaria - U.L.S.S. N. 22
Regione Veneto
Ospedale “Orlandi”
BUSSOLENGO (VR - I)

DAVENTPORT PAUL W.
Department of Physiological Sciences
Health Science Center
University of Florida
Gainesville (FL, USA)

DICPINIGAITIS PETER VYTAUTAS
Montefiore Medical Center
Department of Medicine (Critical Care)
Division of Pulmonary Medicine
Jack D. Weiler Hospital
Bronx (NY, USA)
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FONTANA GIOVANNI A.
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale e Clinica
Università degli Studi di Firenze
Florence (Italy)

GEPPETTI PIERANGELO 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Salute (DSS)
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale e Clinica
Università degli Studi di Firenze 
Florence (Italy)

HANACEK JAN
Department of Pathophysiology
Jessenius Faculty of Medicine
Comenius University
Slovakia (SK)

HOLZER PETER
Institute of Experimental and Clinical Pharmacology
Head of Research Unit
Forschungseinheit für Translationale Neurogastroenterologie
Graz (Austria)

JONES PAUL
Consultant Chest Physician
St George’s Healthcare NHS Trust
University of London
London (UK)

LAURIA PINTER GIUSEPPE
Istituto Neurologico Carlo Besta
U.O. Malattie Neuromuscolari e Neuroimmunologia
Milan (Italy)

LAVORINI FEDERICO
Azienda Ospedaliera Careggi
Unità Funzionale di Medicina Respiratoria
Dipartimento di area critico medico chirurgica
Florence (Italy)



– 13 –

MEDIATI ROCCO DOMENICO
SOD Cure Palliative e Terapia del Dolore
Dipartimento di Oncologia
Azienda Ospedaliera Careggi
Florence (Italy)

MOGIL JEFFREY S.
Department of Psychology 
McGill University 
Montreal (QC, Canada)

MORICE ALYN H.
Academic Medicine
Castle Hill Hospital
Castle Road
Cottingham (UK)

MUTOLO DONATELLA
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale e Clinica
Florence (Italy)

PAGE CLIVE
Pharmacology and Head of Sackler
Institute of Pulmonary Pharmacology
Institute of Pharmaceutical Science
King's College London
5th Floor, Franklin-Wilkins Building
London (UK)

PISTOLESI MASSIMO
Malattie dell'apparato respiratorio
Dipartimento di Medicina Sperimentale e Clinica
Università di Firenze
Florence (Italy)

PLEVKOVA JANA
Jessenius School of Medicine,
Comenius University 
Slovakia (SK)
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POLIACEK IVAN
Jessenius School of Medicine,
Comenius University 
Slovakia (SK)

SERRA JORDI
Department of Neurology
MC Mutual
Barcelona (Spain)

TATAR MILOS
Jessenius Medical School Comenius University
Martin Slovakia (SK)

UNDEM BRADLEY
School of Medicine, SOM DOM Bay Clinical Immunology
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
Baltimore (Maryland, USA)

VARECHOVA SILVIA 
Service D’Explorations Fonctionnelles Pédiatriques
Hôpital D’Enfants
Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Nancy
Vandoeuvre les Nancy
France

VELLUCCI RENATO
SODc di Cure Palliative e Terapia Dolore 
Azienda Ospedaliera- Universitaria Careggi
Florence (Italy)
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