
Asthma risk factors 
Venice Lido (Italy), May 21-22, 1999 

 
Aula Convegni - Hotel Excelsior Lido 

Lungomare Marconi, 41 

Friday, May 21, 1999 - Morning  

09.15 L. Allegra  (Milan, I) 
Opening remarks 

Sessione I - GENETICS 

Chairmen: L. Allegra (Milan, I)  
C.F. Donner (Veruno - NO, I)  

09.30  S.T. Holgate (Southampton,UK) 
Candidate gene and mutational analysis in asthma and atopy 

10.00  W. Cookson (Oxford, UK) 
From siblings to the candidate gene 

10.30  N. Zamel (Toronto, CDN) 
In search to the genes of asthma in the island of Tristan da Cuhna  

11.00  Coffee break  

   

Sessione II - ENDOGENOUS AGGRESSIONS  

Chairmen: G. Bonsignore (Palermo, I) 
A. Mistretta (Catania, I)  

11.30  G. Folkerts (Utrecht, NL) 
Inflammatory mediators in asthma and infection 

12.00 P. Paredi (London, UK) 
Exhaled markers in lung disease 

12.30 G.A. Rossi (Genoa, I) 
Bronchial asthma: inflammation and/or hyperresponsiveness 

13.00 Lunch  

   

Friday, May 21, 1999 - Afternoon  

Session I - EXOGENOUS ATTACKS 

Chairmen: R.W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo - VR, I)  
M. Vagliasindi (Siena, I)  

14.00 A. Wanner (Miami, USA) 
Alterations in the bronchial circulation 

14.30 R.W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo - VR, I) 
The surface pH 
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15.00 S. Bianco (Milan, I) 
Osmolarity 

15.30 W.M. Abraham  (Miami Beach, USA) 
The epithelium under attack 

16.00 Coffee break 

  

Sessione II - ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS  

Chairmen: S. Bianco (Milan, I)  
A. Wanner (Miami, USA)  

16.30 N. Crimi  (Catania, I) 
Air pollution, airway epithelium and inflammation 

17.00 P. Maestrelli (Padua, I) 
Occupational exposure and asthma: how far is allergy involved? 

17.30 A. Cogo (Ferrara, I) 
Metereology and high altitude 

  

Saturday, May 22, 1999 - Morning 

Sessione I - INTERRELATIONS 

Chairmen: G. D'Amato (Naples, I) 
C.F. Donner (Veruno - NO, I)  

09.00 R.W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo - VR, I) e S. Guerra (Milan, I) 
Rhinitis in the natural history of asthma 

09.30 G.W. Canonica e G. Ciprandi (Genoa, I) 
Upper and lower airways relationships 

10.00 G. D'Amato (Naples, I) 
Aeroallergens and environment 

10.30 Coffee break 

  

Sessione II - INFECTIONS 

Chairmen: R.W. Dal Negro (Bussolengo - VR, I)  
C. Grassi (Pavia, I)  

11.00  F.D. Martinez (Tucson, USA) 
Interactions between infections and genetics 

11.30 S.L. Johnston (Southampton, UK) 
The role of intracellular pathogens and asthma 

12.00 F. Blasi (Milan, I) 
Chlamydia pneumoniae: asthma and Chlamydia, asthma with Chlamydia, asthma 
caused by Chlamydia 

12.30
L. Allegra  (Milan, I) 
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CHARMS: Chlamydia and Asthma Recent Multinational Studies 

13.00 C. Grassi (Pavia, I) 
Closing remarks 

13.15 Lunch 

  

Bronchial asthma is a disease that affects a relatively high percentage of the population and 
"unfortunately" does not have one single pathogenic cause but multiple risk factors and different 
types of genetic predisposition.  
Certainly, knowledge of the many possible factors that can cause an attack of asthma and of the 
complex and variable pathogenic mechanisms behind the disease is very important in determining 
the implications in terms of the diagnosis, treatment and prevention. 
Becoming "attached" to a triggering etiology only because it is demonstrable often leads astray as 
the researcher then tends to neglect the concept of multiple factors. 
This is all the more important if we consider the fact that, everywhere in the world, cases of 
bronchial asthma are on the rise, especially in children, and that in last decade there has been an 
increase in fatalities due to asthma. The increase of the relevance of the disease could be related to 
the synergetic action of allergens, genetic factors, allergizing factors and atmospheric pollution. 
Just as the role of respiratory infections in setting off attacks of asthma and the very pathogenesis 
of asthma itself seem to draw new interest.  
The Conference of Venice proposes to delineate the state of the art and knowledge of the role of the 
various risk factors, taking the predisposing genetic factors into account as well. 
The session on genetics will bring together some of the pioneers in studies of genetics as applied to 
bronchial asthma and will certainly provide significant avenues for exploration of this aspect of the 
problem, from the methods to the results of the studies, to arrive at the presentation of the first 
"asthma gene" to be identified up to now. 
The Conference will then go on to further explore the relationships between hyper-reactivity and 
bronchial phlogosis and between these factors and the other endogenous and exogenous factors 
and definition of the role of infections in the complex pathogenesis of the disease.  
Discussion with experts "in the field" will make it possible to observe the way in which the different 
lines of research, apparently so far apart, are actually converging toward improvement of the 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of this important pathology. 
 
Prof. Luigi Allegra 
President of the Meeting  

President of the Meeting 
Luigi Allegra  
Istituto di Tisiologia e delle Malattie dell'Apparato Respiratorio  
Università degli Studi  
IRCCS Ospedale Maggiore 
Milan (Italy) 
 
Scientific Secretariat 
Francesco Blasi  
Istituto di Tisiologia e delle Malattie dell'Apparato Respiratorio 
Università degli Studi 
c/o Padiglione "A. Litta" 
IRCCS Ospedale Maggiore 
Via F. Sforza, 35 
I-20122 MILAN (Italy) 
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Tel.: +39 02 55033717 / 55190306  
Fax: +39 02 55190332  
E-mail: lallegra@imiucca.csi.unimi.it 
francesco.blasi@unimi.it 
 
Organizing Secretariat 
Fondazione Internazionale Menarini  
P.zza del Carmine, 4  
I-20121 MILAN (Italy) 
Tel.: +39 02 874932 / 866715 
Fax: +39 02 804739 
E-mail: milan@fondazione-menarini.it 
florence@fondazione-menarini.it  
 
Secretariat during the Meeting  
Tel.: +39 041 5260201  
Fax: +39 041 5267276  

  

Page 4 of 4Asthma risk factors

30/04/2012http://www.fondazione-menarini.it/eng/congressi/archive/program3.htm


